6.18 Patient Belongings
A. All patient belongings shall be returned to the patient or transferred to the appopriate hospital staff
		 or relative. To assist in identifying patient’s items and transferring those items to the receiving 		
		 facility, the Department has developed a pre-marked belongings bag for this purpose. Items such
		 as keys, eyeglasses, dentures and prescription medications are to be placed in the bag, sealed and
		 properly identified on the bag as well as documented in the PCR.
		 1. It is imperative that all HFD members return identification items to the patient.
		 2. Any items that are placed in a patient property bag and given to the receiving staff at the 		
			 hospital must be documented in the patient care report with a description of the items and the
			 name of the employee receiving the items.
B. Members shall inspect their station and apparatus daily for Patient Belongings and any items found
		 on a unit shall immediately be given to the Station Captain. If the Station Captain determines that
		 the property is unable to be returned to the owner, the item(s) will be logged in the Station log and
		 Captain’s log by the Officer before the end of the shift. The items will be secured in the current
		 Blue envelope in a designated station area (Officer’s room or Watch office) before the end of the
		 shift. Members shall include the following information within the envelope:
		 1. Incident number, if known
		 2. Date found
		 3. Station and shift
		 4. Apparatus item found on, if known
		 5. Member payroll number
		 Larger items will be tagged and identified as appropriate in the station log.
C. The Station Officer will then contact an EMS Supervisor to deliver the items to EMS Headquarters
		 during normal operating hours. If the items have not been picked up when the on-coming shift 		
		 begins, the EMS Supervisor shall again be notified. The EMS Supervisor will deliver the property
		 to a classified member at EMS HQ. If the items are reported to the Station Captain at a time that
		 does not allow the items to be delivered to the EMS HQ that day, the Station Captain will 		
		 document this in the Captain’s log and the EMS Supervisor will deliver item to EMS HQ the next
		 normal working day.
6.19 Physician Intervener at the Scene
A. Physicians may provide assistance to EMS personnel. Treat them with professional courtesy. 		
		 Physicians should identify themselves and be prepared to provide identification indicating they are
		 a physician. All physicians licensed in the state of Texas are provided with a wallet-sized 		
		 identification card with their name, address and medical license number indicated.
B. A physician may merely offer assistance or may assume responsibility for patient care. If a 		
		 physician desires to assume responsibility for patient care, that individual must provide physician
		 identification. Inform the physician that once they assume medical responsibility for the care of
		 the patient they are expected to accompany the patient until care is transferred to another 		
		physician.
C. When a patient’s private physician is present and provides proof of identity, EMS personnel should
		 comply with his/her medical direction.
D. Follow medical direction given by the on-scene physician who assumes responsibility for patient
		 care provided it is similar to HFD guidelines and standing orders. Report any conflicts 			
		 immediately to an EMS Supervisor and on-line EMS physician.
6.20 Requesting Assistance
A. ALS Unit Requesting BLS Units for Transports:
		 1. BLS units will respond in an emergency fashion during all initial incident dispatches unless
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